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E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: CDES 

SUBJECT: REPORT OF DEATH OF AMCITS MAYNARD E. ERICKSON AND 
MIRIAM SUNWALL ERICKSON 

REF: YAOUNDE 2478 

1 . THIS AM DCM AND CONSULAR OFFICER DELIVERED COPY OF 
DIPLOMATIC NOTE ON ERICKSONS TO PHILEMON YANG, VICE-MINISTER OF 
TERRITORIAL ADMINISTRATION, AND ADVISED HIM OF URGENCY OF RECEIVING 
INFORMATION ON SUBJESTS. MINISTER PROMISED TO SEND MESSAGE 
REQUESTING INFORMATION FROM LOCAL AUTHORITIES AT YAGOUA AND 
ASKED THAT WE RECONTACT HIM THIS AFTERNOON. 

2. AT 1630 LOCAL TIME, CONSULAR OFFICER TELEPHONED YANG. 

HE VERIFIED MESSAGE HAD BEEN SENT, BUT AS YET HAD NO RESPONSE. 

3. EMBASSY NOW INVESTIGATING LEAD DEVELOPED THROUGH HEAD OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF PASTORS OF CAMEROON WHO REPORTED TO CONSULATE 
DOUALA THAT HE HAD HEARD FROM SUERETE SOURCES THAT AMERICAN 
MISSIONARY HAD BEEN MURDERED. YANG HAS BEEN INFORMED OF 

THIS DEVELOPMENT AND WE ATTEMPTING INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY. 

4. WE HAVE LEARNED FROM MR. GUAY OF S.C.E.T. INTER- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 YAOUND 02500 181714Z 

NATIONAL THAT THROUGH RADIO CONTACT WITH SEMRY RICE PROJECT 
NEAR YAGOUA HE HAS FOUND OUT THAT A PASTOR AND HIS WIFE HAD 
BEEN "EGORGE" WHICH TRANSLATES AS EITHER MURDERED OR HAVING 
THROATS CUT NIGHT OF MAY 16-17. THE ASSASSINS ESCAPED 
AND THE BODIES HAVE BEEN INTERRED. YANG HAS JUST CALLED TO SAY 
THAT HE HAS BRIEF MESSAGE THAT THE ERICKSONS (AND NAMES ARE 
CONFIRMED IN MESSAGE HE HAS RECEIVED) WERE KILLED ON MAY 16 
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"UNDER PECULIAR CIRCUMSTANCES." HE HAS NO 
FURTHER DETAILS AT THIS TIME, BUT PROMISED TO FOLLOW-UP. WE 
BELIEVE HE MAY HAVE GOTTEN HIS INFO FROM SUERETE AS HE INDICATED 
THAT HE STILL HAD NO RESPONSE TO HIS EARLIER MESSAGE. 

5. APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT NOTIFYING REVEREND ROY ERICKSON (BROTHER) 

AT 209-224-8839 AND MARGURITE SWANSON (DAUGHTER) AT 612-729-3896. 

6. FURTHER DETAILS WILL BE FURNISHED WHEN AVAILABLE. IN VIEW OF 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH, RECOMMEND FAMILY USE DEPARTMENTAL CHANNELS 
IN EVENT THEY WISH TO COMMUNICATE WITH EMBASSY FURTHER. 

7. DECONTROL ON RECEIPT. 

SMYTHE 
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